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June 22, Thursday. I called early on the President in
relation to Seward's letter concerning the blockade and
courtesy to British vessels. He concurred in my views. I
went to the State Department and saw Mr. Hunter. He
agreed with me and complimented my letter, and also one
I wrote a few days since regarding the Japanese vessel,
which seems to have made an impression upon him, and
which he complimented as very statesmanlike and in-
structive.

June 23, Friday. Rear-Admiral Dahlgren returned this
morning from Charleston. Two years since he left. Simul-
taneous with his return come tidings of the death of Rear-
Admiral Du Pont, whom he relieved, and who died this
A.M. in Philadelphia. Du Pont possessed ability, had ac-
quirements, was a scholar rather than a hero. He was a
courtier, given to intrigue, was selfish, adroit, and skillful.
Most of the Navy were attached to him and considered
his the leading cultured mind in the service. He nursed
cliques. There are many intelligent and excellent officers,
however, who look upon him with exceeding dislike; yet
Du Pont had, two and three years ago, greater personal
influence than any man in the service. He knew it, and in-
tended to make it available in a controversy with the De-
partment on the subject of the monitor vessels, to which
he took a dislike. Although very proud, he was not phys-
ically brave. Pride would have impelled him to go into
action, but he had not innate daring courage. He was de-
termined not to retain his force or any portion of it in
Charleston Harbor, insisted it could not be done, dis-
obeyed orders, was relieved, and expected to rally the
Navy and country with him, but was disappointed. Some
of his best friends condemned his course. He sought a
controversy with the Department, and was not successful.
Disappointed and chagrined, he has been unhappy and
dissatisfied. I believe I appreciated and did justice to his
good qualities, and am not conscious that I have been at